Lunchroom: Make Space at the Table
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Monthly Overview

15
MIN

MEMORY VERSE
“A friend loves at all times.
They are there to help
when trouble comes.”

25
MIN

PROVERBS 17:17 NIRV

LIFE APP
Friendship—using your words
and actions to show others
you care.

10
MIN

25
MIN

BOTTOM LINE
Friends love one another.

BASIC TRUTH

HOME

PRELUDE: Setting the tone for the experience
For Leaders Only
Create the Environment

BIBLE STORY
Holding Out for the Arrows
Love one another
John 13:34; 1 Samuel 20
(Supporting: 1 Samuel 18–19)

GROUPS

K-5

SOCIAL: Providing time for fun interaction
Early Arrivers
We Go Together Like . . .
STORY: Communicating God’s truth in
engaging ways
Opener
Bible Story
Worship
Prayer
Closer
WORSHIP: Inviting people to respond to God
“We Are One” from At the Top of My Lungs
“Anything Ever” from At the Top of My Lungs
GROUPS: Creating a safe place to connect
Friendship Feels Like . . .
Friendship Looks Like . . .
Friendship Tag
Prayer
HOME: Prompting action beyond the experience
GodTime
Parent Cue

I should treat others the way I
want to be treated.
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GETTIN G READY

SOCIAL: PROVIDING TIME FOR FUN INTERACTION

MUSIC AND SOUND EFFECTS (SFX):

CHOOSE ONE OR BOTH OF THESE ACTIVITIES.

•

EARLY ARRIVER

Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with
others and build on their understanding
W H AT Y O U N E E D :

•
•
•

An offering container
Paper
Markers, colored pencils, or crayons

WE GO TOGETHER LIKE . . .

Made to Play: an activity that encourages learning through
following guidelines and working as a group
W H AT Y O U N E E D :

•

Print the “Go Together Cards” Activity Pages and
cut apart; 1 set for each small group

LARGE GROUP VISUALS (DOWNLOADABLE
FROM THE WEBSITE):

•
•

•

•
•

OPENER/CLOSER
W H AT Y O U N E E D :

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Leader
Plastic lunch tray (you will use several of these over
the course of the month)
Long narrow table (like you’d find in a school
cafeteria)
Big bowl or small individual bowls
Several cans of alphabet soup
Wet wipes and/or paper towels
Cheap ponchos OR aprons (if kids wear aprons, be
sure they roll up any long sleeves as well)
Plastic spoons (optional)
Plastic gloves (optional)

©2017 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. www.ThinkOrange.com

Lunch Room Theme Slide
Friendship Slide

W H AT Y O U D O :

STORY: COMMUNICATING GOD’S TRUTH
IN ENGAGING WAYS

•
•

Upbeat music to use as kids enter and exit the
room

•
•

Download the slides and have them ready to
use. If you do not have CG capabilities, you have
Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides
on paper.
Download the music from a resource such as
iTunes® and have it ready to play.
Decide how you want to play the game, based
on the number of kids and the ages of the kids.
The goal is to find the letters of the word “LOVE”
in the alphabet soup. The simplest version of
the game for younger kids is each kid gets their
own bowl and they use their hands to find the
letters. In the intermediate version, you can dump
several cans into a giant bowl and all of the kids
can compete out of the same bowl. In the hardest
version (suggested only if you’re having mostly
fourth and fifth graders play), kids can stick the
handle end of plastic spoons in their mouths, and
use the bowl of the spoons to dig out the letters
(no hands allowed). Important note: If you’re giving
each kid their own bowl of soup, make sure that
each bowl does have the letters to spell “LOVE.”
Prepare the bowl(s) of soup and put them on the
lunch tray, along with the rest of the supplies.
Place the table on the stage. You can incorporate
it into your stage décor since you will use it often
during the month.
3
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BIBLE STORY

•

W H AT Y O U N E E D :

•
•
•
•
•

Leader
Bible
Kid volunteers (do not need to be preselected)
Table (same as the Opener)
Prop box containing:
ú Jacket
ú Nice “gifts” for David that are school related
(backpack, shoes, iPad®, etc.)
ú Paper airplane
ú Place cards
ú Giant rubber band

LARGE GROUP VISUALS (DOWNLOADABLE
FROM THE WEBSITE):

•

Bottom Line Slide

W H AT Y O U D O :

Download the slides and have them ready to
use. If you do not have CG capabilities, you have
Orange’s permission to enlarge and print the slides
on paper.
• Make simple place cards for King Saul, David, and
Jonathan. Fold a paper airplane. Place all of these
in the prop box along with the other props.
•

WORSHIP
W H AT Y O U N E E D :

•

Leader(s)

MUSIC AND SOUND EFFECTS (SFX):

•
•

“We Are One” from At the Top of My Lungs
“Anything Ever” from At the Top of My Lungs

W H AT Y O U D O :

©2017 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. www.ThinkOrange.com

•

Download all songs (available on
AmberSkyRecords.com) and have them ready to
use. Note: Make sure your church has obtained licensing
rights to play or perform music. You can obtain a license
to perform worship music from Christian Copyright
Licensing International (www.ccli.com). It c overs over
200,000 worship songs for congregational singing. You
are responsible for including the copyright information
on all songs reproduced under the Church Copyright
License (including song lyrics projected onscreen). This
includes the song title, writer credit(s), copyright notice,
and your church’s CCLI license number. You can include
this information on one of the lyric slides, or you can
create a separate slide detailing this information, but the
copyright information must appear at least once for each
song you play or perform. For example:
“Hallelujah” words and music by John Doe
©2000 Good Music Co.
CCLI License # 0000

Download and print this week’s tech sheet for
everyone helping with Large Group.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES
This month with Get Reel 2.0, we’ll
explore what it means to make space at the table for
new friends and old friends.
GET REEL:

This week, we recommend playing the Discovery
video to inspire the key faith skill of Navigate
the Bible. Our Host literally jumps into the Bible
to help us discover how God wants us to learn
what He says and apply it to our lives. Also on
Get Reel 2.0, you can enhance your environment
with an M.C. Haggis video. M.C. Haggis and his
sidekick Shamus McFamus tell us all about this
4
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month’s life app or the widget.
We know that
sometimes you want to “mix things up” to keep kids
engaged with the most important thing you do every
week in your Large Group: tell the Bible story.
F E AT U R E P R E S E N TAT I O N :

You also like having a back-up plan in case your
Assistant or Leader cancels at the last minute. This is
why our Large Group script is interchangeable with
the Feature Presentation DVDs so you can plug and
play the way you need to each week. Similar to the
flow we create with our Large Group script, Feature
Presentation also has weekly Intro and Outro videos
with a Assistant. The Intros set up the Bible story and
Life App, while the Outros smoothly transition from
Large Group to Small Group.
For the K-5 combined age group, we recommend
playing 252 Story, which brings you the Bible story in
a simple and direct way through a professional Leader
accompanied by illustrations.
W I D G E T * : S N A C K PA C K S
* WIDG·ET [WIJ-IT] –NOUN

1. Something unspecific whose name is either
forgotten or not known.
2. A device that is very useful for a particular job
Origin: 1925–30; perhaps an alternative form of
gadget
Friendship may not be in the school curriculum, but
that doesn’t mean it can’t be practiced there! Give
the kids in your ministry a fun way to work on their
friendship skills with this month’s widget: SNACK
PACKS. These sets of five snack bags can be filled
with treats for a kid to hand out to their compatriots
at the lunch table (or anywhere else). Each bag reads
©2017 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. www.ThinkOrange.com

“Friendship” and provides a place to add a “to” and
“from.” Kids can dole out pretzels, M&Ms, fruit snacks
and more…but we’re guessing gummy bears will win
more friends than kale chips.

GROUPS: CREATING A SAFE PLACE TO CONNECT
CHOOSE AS MANY OF THESE ACTIVITIES AS
YOU LIKE.

* If you don’t have time to do all these activities, be sure to
do activity #1.

* 1. FRIENDSHIP FEELS LIKE . . .

[TALK ABOUT GOD | BIBLE STORY REVIEW]
Made to Explore: an activity that extends learning through
hands on experimentation and discovery
W H AT Y O U N E E D :

Play-Doh®; enough for each kid to have a fist sized
amount
• Paper plates
• Wet wipes
•

2. FRIENDSHIP LOOKS LIKE . . .

[LIVE FOR GOD | APPLICATION ACTIVITY]
Made to Create: an activity that explores spiritual ideas
through the process of drawing, building, and designing
W H AT Y O U N E E D :

A large pad of paper and pens OR a whiteboard
and markers OR a chalkboard and chalk
• Print the “Friendship Looks Like . . .” Activity Page
and cut apart; 1 set for each small group
•

3. FRIENDSHIP TAG

[HEAR FROM GOD | MEMORY VERSE ACTIVITY]
Made to Move: an activity that increases the oxygen in the
brain and taps into the energy in the body
W H AT Y O U N E E D :
5
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•

Bibles

PRAYER

[PRAY TO GOD | PRAYER ACTIVITY]
Made to Connect: an activity that invites kids to share with others and build on their understanding
W H AT Y O U N E E D :

•

“Go Together Cards” from the Social Activity

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES:
•
•

Make copies on cardstock or email this week’s GodTime and Parent Cue cards.
Tell parents about our additional family resources: Studio252.tv, CUE Box, and the Parent Cue app.

©2017 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. www.ThinkOrange.com
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15 MINUTES

CONNECT

BIBLE STORY
Holding Out for the Arrows
Love one another
John 13:34; 1 Samuel 20
(Supporting: 1 Samuel 18–19)

MEMORY VERSE
“A friend loves at all times.
They are there to help
when trouble comes.”
PROVERBS 17:17 NIRV

an activity that invites kids to share and build on their
understanding with others

Welcome kids and spend time engaging in conversation and catching
up. Get ready to experience today’s story.
Before kids arrive, spend some time praying in preparation for their
arrival. Ask God to get kids excited to talk about their friends this week
and learn how to be a better, more Christ-like friend. Pray that kids
would walk away from today ready to love their friends in more tangible
ways.

1. EARLY ARRIVER IDEA
W H AT Y O U N E E D :

Offering container, paper, drawing materials

W H AT Y O U D O :

LIFE APP
Friendship—using your words
and actions to show others
you care.

BOTTOM LINE
Friends love one another.

BASIC TRUTH

•
•
•

•

•

Greet kids as they arrive and encourage them to place their offering
in the container.
Ask them if they’ve ever had an imaginary friend. What were those
friends like?
Hand out the drawing materials and let them all have a chance to
draw their imaginary friends. (If someone says they never had an
imaginary friend, ask them to imagine one now and draw what they
would like that friend to look like.)
Then, go around the circle and let kids say three things that make
their imaginary friend such a good friend to have. (Tell them that only
one reason can be about the way their friend looks.)
As time allows, engage kids in conversation about what makes
someone a good friend. (If their best friend is a giant happy monster
who always has pizza, why is that so great? Is it because the kid’s
favorite food is pizza? A good friend would definitely pay attention to
what you like and don’t like.)

I should treat others the way I
want to be treated.

©2017 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. www.ThinkOrange.com
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15 MINUTES

PLAY

BIBLE STORY
Holding Out for the Arrows
Love one another
John 13:34; 1 Samuel 20
(Supporting: 1 Samuel 18–19)

an activity that encourages learning through following guidelines
and working together

2. WE GO TOGETHER LIKE . . .
W H AT Y O U N E E D :

MEMORY VERSE
“A friend loves at all times.
They are there to help
when trouble comes.”
PROVERBS 17:17 NIRV

LIFE APP
Friendship—using your words
and actions to show others
you care.

BOTTOM LINE
Friends love one another.

BASIC TRUTH
I should treat others the way I
want to be treated.

“Go Together Cards” Activity Pages

W H AT Y O U D O :

Gather kids in a circle.
Set out the cards facedown in a grid like a memory match game.
ú In this version of the game, a “match” consists not of two things
that are the same, but two things that would go together naturally,
such as peanut butter and jelly or ketchup and mustard.
ú Let kids take turns turning over two cards.
ú If they “go together” (if the two pictures make a pair of things),
whoever turned them over gets to keep the cards.
ú If they don’t go together, the cards are turned facedown again.
ú If kids insist that two things go together that don’t seem to (shoes
and peanut butter, for example), you can either gently but firmly
redirect them, or for older kids, let them make their case in 20
seconds or less about why those two things go together.
• If you have mostly older kids, another way to play this game would
be to give each kid a card to hold and let them mingle around the
group looking for their match. To make it even more challenging, give
kids multiple cards and let them find their matches. They won’t be
able to stand next to each person who has the matching pair, so the
challenge will be to remember who has which match!
•
•

W H AT Y O U S AY:

“Some things just go great together! These cards were all two different
things that are better when combined. It’s like that with people, too.
[Transition] Let’s go hear about a duo that went together better than
peanut butter and pickles!”
Lead your group to the Large Group area.

©2017 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. www.ThinkOrange.com
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BIBLE STORY
Holding Out for the Arrows
Love one another
John 13:34; 1 Samuel 20
(Supporting: 1 Samuel 18–19)
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25 MINUTES

10 MINUTES
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Engage kids’ hearts through a dynamic and interactive Bible story, worship, and prayer experience in a Large Group setting.
SFX: Play high-energy music as kids enter.
CG: Lunchroom Theme Slide
Leader enters carrying the lunch tray with the giant bowl of soup
and sets it on the lunch table.

OPENER

MEMORY VERSE
“A friend loves at all times.
They are there to help
when trouble comes.”
PROVERBS 17:17 NIRV

LIFE APP
Friendship—using your words
and actions to show others
you care.

BOTTOM LINE
Friends love one another.

BASIC TRUTH
I should treat others the way I
want to be treated.

“Hey, everyone! Welcome back to [your environment’s name].
How many of you eat in a school cafeteria? (Pause for response.) Yeah,
a bunch of you! If you go to school anywhere, chances are you’ve seen
a lunch tray and whatever delightfully delicious food the cafeteria staff
has cooked up for the students that day. On the count of three, everyone
tell me their favorite school lunch. One, two, three! (Pause for response.)
WOW! Those sound, um, delicious.
LEADER:

“Well, food is one thing that happens in the lunch room, but you know
what else happens? Talking, sharing stories, and hopefully having fun,
because the lunchroom is a place where you get a break from your
school work and get to hang out with your friends! You can learn a
ton about friendship when you’re in the lunchroom. And speaking of
friendship, it’s what we’re talking about all month long! So what exactly
is friendship? Well, this is how we’re talking about friendship this month.
CG: Friendship Slide
“Friendship is using your words and actions to show others you care.
Maybe you’ve seen that sort of friendship in action in your lunchroom.
I’ve seen friends give up their place in line, share their favorite red
JELL-O®, or welcome a new kid to sit next to them at the table.
“And you know what? Every good friendship I see has one thing in
common—just one word . . . four little letters. This one word makes
every friendship better. It’s the gravy to every mashed potato, the taco
to every Tuesday, the ketchup to every fish stick. Any guesses what I’m
talking about? (Pause to see if they can guess.)
“Yes, I’m talking about LOVE: L-O-V-E. Today’s story is going to spell it
out for us, but before we get to that, I’m going to need a few volunteers
who think they can spell ‘love’ in a different kind of way (point to the

©2017 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. www.ThinkOrange.com
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bowl of soup). That’s right. You’re going to dig around this bowl to find the letters to spell out LOVE. The first
person to spell it out is the winner!
Bring up a few volunteers. Depending on the number of kids in your environment, you could add an
additional bowl or two and make this an all-play (see “What You Do” for options). Explain how the game
is played, and then count down from three. Play until one kid has spelled “LOVE.” Then hand out wet
wipes and paper towels if necessary and let kids clean up and head back to their seats.
“Man, friendship is kind of messy sometimes, isn’t it? But it’s also a lot of fun, and so is worshipping God. So
let’s get on our feet and get to it!”

WORSHIP

“Even when friendship is messy or hard, we can come together as one because of God’s love. His
love unites us, and when we worship Him together, it makes God so happy! Our love for each other can show
others what God’s love is like, so let’s sing this song—praising God and asking Him to give us love for one
another.
LEADER:

SFX: “We Are One” / track 8 from At the Top of My Lungs
“Great singing! Jesus once said: “I give you a new command. Love one another. You must love one another,
just as I have loved you” (John 13:34 NIrV). We can love others because God first loved us. And God’s love is
bigger, stronger, and better than anything ever! So let’s worship Him and tell Him how great His love is!”
SFX: “Anything Ever” / track 5 from At the Top of My Lungs

STORY

SETTING UP THE STORY
L E A D E R : “Great singing, everyone! You can have a seat. Now, you might already know this, but God has a lot
to say about friendship in His Word! When we discover all that God says about being a good friend, we can
actually become better friends to the people in our lives. Let’s start with a verse we just read from the Book of
John. Jesus said this to His disciples, and you can read it for yourself in John 13:34. (Open your Bible and read
John 13:34.) “I give you a new command. Love one another. You must love one another, just as I have loved
you” (NIrV). Jesus makes it pretty simple here.
CG: Bottom Line Slide
“Friends love one another.”
DAVID AND JONATHAN’S FRIENDSHIP
L E A D E R : “While the Bible talks a lot about friendship, we can also find great examples of friendship in the
Bible! When you think about friendships you can find in the Bible, who do you think of? (Pause to see if they

©2017 The reThink
ReThinkGroup.
Group.All
Allrights
rightsreserved.
reserved.www.ThinkOrange.com
www.ThinkOrange.com
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have any responses.) I always think of David and Jonathan. Those two were amazing friends. Today we’re going
to take a closer look at their friendship. Can someone help me out today and play the role of David?
Bring a boy up to play David.
“David had been anointed as the next king of Israel, but he was still waiting for God to reveal His plan to
actually make David king. Meanwhile, David had come to live with and serve King Saul, and David and
Jonathan had become inseparable. Jonathan loved David as he loved himself.
“Jonathan promised he would always stand by David, and as a sign of their friendship, he removed his princely
robe and offered it to David. (To volunteer) Now, I don’t have a prince’s robe to give you, but I do have this
awesome jacket.
Put the jacket around the volunteer’s shoulders.
“Jonathan also gave David his military clothes, his sword, his bow, and his belt. (To volunteer) I don’t have a
sword or a bow, but let’s see what cool stuff I’ve got in here that you can have instead.
Pull out the nice backpack, shoes, iPad, etc. and load David down with things.
“David must have felt so important and loved when Jonathan gave him all of his favorite things!
“But as much as Jonathan loved David, Jonathan’s father, King Saul, hated David that much more. It hadn’t
been that long since David had defeated the Philistine giant, Goliath, with nothing more than a sling and one
small stone. David was becoming super popular with the Israelites, and King Saul burned with jealousy. He
thought David was trying to turn the people against him and take his kingdom!
“In fact, one day, while David was playing his harp for the king, Saul threw his spear across the room at David,
trying to kill him.
Fish around in the prop box as you talk.
(To Volunteer) “I don’t want to throw a spear at you, but this will work for today.
Pull out the paper airplane and throw it at the volunteer.
“Thankfully, David escaped, and King Saul failed to harm David. Finally, David went to Jonathan and asked him
what he could have done to make Saul so angry that he would want to kill him.”
DAVID AND JONATHAN FORM A PLAN
L E A D E R : “Jonathan didn’t think his father was trying to kill David, but he COULD see the fear in David’s eyes,
so he knew that David truly believed he was in danger. So he agreed to help David with a plan to find out once
and for all if the king was out to get him.
©2017 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. www.ThinkOrange.com
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“Let’s read David’s plan in 1 Samuel. (Open your Bible and read 1 Samuel 20:5-7.) So David said, “Tomorrow
is the time for the New Moon feast. I’m supposed to eat with the king. But let me go and hide in the field. I’ll
stay there until the evening of the day after tomorrow. Your father might miss me. If he does, then tell him,
‘David begged me to let him hurry home to Bethlehem. A yearly sacrifice is being offered there for his whole
family group.’ Your father might say, ‘That’s all right.’ If he does, it will mean I’m safe. But he might become
very angry. If he does, you can be sure he’s made up his mind to harm me’” (NIrV).
“Jonathan promised to find out if his father was planning anything, and he and David came up with a plan to
get word to David of Saul’s plans. He told David to go hide by a large stone in the field. Jonathan would shoot
three arrows on one side of the stone and send a boy to find them. Depending on which side Jonathan shot
the arrows, David would know whether it was safe to stay or whether God was sending him away.”
PLAN IN ACTION
L E A D E R : “So David hid in the field and waited for the signal.
Move the volunteer to the other side of the stage and get him to crouch down behind something.
“As King Saul looked around the full table at the New Moon Feast . . . oh wait, we need a full table, don’t we?
Bring up volunteers to fill all but one of the seats around the table. As the volunteers are coming to fill the
seats, set the place cards around the table so the audience can see who is who.
“As I was saying, as King Saul looked around the full table at the New Moon Feast, he noticed David’s seat was
empty. On the second day of the feast, King Saul asked why David wasn’t there and hadn’t been there on the
first day either. Jonathan told his father that he had told David that he could go to his hometown to be with his
family.
“Saul was furious. He accused Jonathan of being on David’s side. ‘Don’t you understand that you’ll never be
king as long as David is alive? He must die!’ Saul yelled at Jonathan and threw his spear toward him.
Pick up the paper airplane from earlier and throw it at the person sitting in Jonathan’s seat.
“The next morning, Jonathan knew what he had to do. He called over a boy and set the rest of the plan in
motion to alert David that it wasn’t safe for him to return.
Hand Jonathan the giant rubber band and show him where to shoot.
“As the boy took his place out in the field. Jonathan took up his bow, aimed, and shot. The arrow landed well
beyond the boy. From his hiding place nearby, David heard Jonathan’s call. ‘The arrow went beyond you!’
Jonathan shouted. ‘Go and get it! Hurry! Run fast and don’t stop!’

©2017 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. www.ThinkOrange.com
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(To volunteers) “You all did a great job helping me with this story. You can go back to your seats while I tell you
what happened next.
Dismiss the volunteers to their seats.
“After the boy had fetched the arrow, Jonathan gave him his bow and sent him on his way. David stood up
from his hiding spot and the two friends approached one another. David bowed down to Jonathan three times
with his face to the ground. The two of them cried and embraced each other.
“Jonathan spoke to his friend, Go in peace, dear friend. And promise me you’ll be kind to me as long as I live.
And never stop being kind to my family.
“David promised that he would always be Jonathan’s friend. Then he left, fleeing for his life from the enraged
King Saul. One day David himself would be king, and he would never forget the promise he made to his best
friend.”
WRAPPING UP THE STORY
L E A D E R : “Jonathan was an incredible friend to David, wasn’t he? He stood up for David even though David
was anointed to be king instead of Jonathan. And he protected David even though his own father wanted to
kill him. And David made a promise of friendship to Jonathan too—a promise that he would have a chance to
keep years later. David and Jonathan are great examples of what Jesus told his disciples to do. Let’s look at
that again.
(Open your Bible and read John 13:34.) “I give you a new command. Love one another. You must love one
another, just as I have loved you” (NIrV).
“That’s exactly the sort of friendship that David and Jonathan had. It wasn’t easy, but that’s what happens
sometimes when you want to show love to your friends. Let’s look at our Bottom Line for today.
CG: Bottom Line Slide
“Friends love one another. Can you say that with me?”
LEADER AND KIDS:

“Friends love one another.”

“It’s simple for us to say, but I have a feeling figuring out how to do it will take some hard work. Let’s
ask God to help us show love to our friends.”
LEADER:

©2017 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. www.ThinkOrange.com
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“Dear God, thank You for showing us how to love by sending us Your Son to die for our sins. Jesus
taught us so much about love while He was on the earth, and we want to obey His command to show that love
to others. Please help us love each other well, just like David and Jonathan loved each other. In Jesus’ name
we pray, amen.”
LEADER:

CLOSER

“L-O-V-E: love. That’s what every good friendship needs. Now I’m not talking about the mushygushy kind of love. I’m talking about the sort of love that’s more than a feeling.
LEADER:

“Think of how Jonathan showed his love for David. He stood up for him and tried to protect him from his
angry father. Love is an action. It’s hanging out with a friend when they’re feeling lonely. It’s helping a friend
with their chores or their homework. It’s taking the time to listen when your friend wants to talk. And yes,
sometimes love is sharing your [your favorite flavor] JELL-O.
“Friends go together like peas and carrots, like French fries and corn dogs, like ham and pineapple. Mmm, I’m
hungry now!
“You guys better get out of here before the bell rings and you’re late for class . . . I mean Small Group!”
Dismiss children to their small groups.
Play high-energy music as children transition to small groups.
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TALK

EXPLORE

BIBLE STORY
REVIEW

an activity that extends learning through hands-on
experimentation and discovery

ABOUT GOD

BIBLE STORY

* 1. FRIENDSHIP FEELS LIKE . . .
W H AT Y O U N E E D :

Holding Out for the Arrows
Love one another
John 13:34; 1 Samuel 20
(Supporting: 1 Samuel 18–19)

MEMORY VERSE
“A friend loves at all times.
They are there to help
when trouble comes.”
PROVERBS 17:17 NIRV

LIFE APP
Friendship—using your words
and actions to show others
you care.

BOTTOM LINE
Friends love one another.

BASIC TRUTH
I should treat others the way I
want to be treated.

Play-Doh®, paper plates, wet wipes

W H AT Y O U D O :

Hand out the Play-Doh and plates.
For younger kids:
ú Encourage them to make something that Jonathan gave David that
he could hold.
ú You can prompt them with some ideas if necessary: royal robe,
sword, bow and arrow, military clothes, or belt.
• For older kids:
ú Encourage them to make something that shows what Jonathan
gave David that he could feel.
ú Some ideas are: loyalty, support, help, friendship, or advice.
ú Kids might have a hard time doing this. Make sure they know that
their piece doesn’t necessarily need to be strictly representative.
For instance, they could make a bracelet for friendship, a shield
for loyalty. They could use the dough to spell out the word they
decide to use. They could make a face or hand that is expressing
the emotions associated with their concept.
•
•

W H AT Y O U S AY:

“In our Bible story, Jonathan showed friendship to David in many
different ways. He gave David some of his own things as gifts.
(Encourage the kids who made tangible gifts to show them to the group
and explain what they are.) And some of what Jonathan gave David
wasn’t really things that you can hold in your hands. (Encourage kids who
made the intangible gifts to show them to the group and explain what
they are.) Friends love one another in all kinds of ways. Have you ever
given a friend a gift on their birthday or a small gift for a special day
at sports or in school? What did that feel like? (Allow for answers.) Has
a friend ever given you some kind, helpful words? What was that like?
(Allow for answers.) Jonathan and David showed their friendship in words
and actions, just like you guys have.”

©2017 The reThink Group. All rights reserved. www.ThinkOrange.com

15

W E E K

G R A D E S

SEPTEMBER 2017

C O M PA C T

ONE
PRELUDE

SOCIAL

STORY

WORSHIP

GROUPS

K-5

HOME

25 MINUTES

LIVE

CREATE
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an activity that explores spiritual ideas through drawing
and making things

FOR GOD

BIBLE STORY

2. FRIENDSHIP LOOKS LIKE…

A large pad of paper and pens OR a whiteboard
and markers OR a chalkboard and chalk; “Friendship Looks Like…” cards
(Activity Pages)
W H AT Y O U N E E D :

Holding Out for the Arrows
Love one another
John 13:34; 1 Samuel 20
(Supporting: 1 Samuel 18–19)

MEMORY VERSE
“A friend loves at all times.
They are there to help
when trouble comes.”
PROVERBS 17:17 NIRV

W H AT Y O U D O :

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

LIFE APP

•

Friendship—using your words
and actions to show others
you care.

•

BOTTOM LINE
Friends love one another.

BASIC TRUTH
I should treat others the way I
want to be treated.

Set up the cards and the drawing materials at one side of your small
group area.
The first player will select the top card from the deck, and then try to
draw that thing/scenario/concept.
The rest of the group should guess out loud.
The first correct guesser gets to be the next artist.
For younger kids, sort through the cards and use the ones with the
bold words. Help them draw if necessary.
Be available to give clues or hints to the guessing group as well as
the artist.
For older kids, make sure the artist doesn’t speak or write words as
part of the picture.
The game ends when everyone has had a turn to draw a picture from
the cards.
Variations if you have a larger group:
ú Buddy older and younger kids together and divide these pairs into
teams of six.
ú Alternate the teams, with one team drawing and guessing while
the other team watches.
ú If the first team doesn’t get the answer, the second team has a
chance to “steal” and guess.

W H AT Y O U S AY:

“Nice work, artists and guessers! These cards were tricky because not
all of them were a ‘thing’; some of these drawings were about an action
that shows what friendship looks like. Sometimes friendship looks like
sharing your sandwich, and sometimes it looks like using words to cheer
up a teammate. The ways that friends love one another are different
depending on the people or the situation, but true friends show their
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an activity that explores spiritual ideas through drawing
and making things

FOR GOD

love in words and actions. [Make It Personal] (Share about an age-appropriate time when a friend showed
you love by giving you something—either a tangible gift or encouraging words or actions. You could
also share a time when you showed love to a friend.) We know that Jesus showed His love for us by what
He did and what He said. Jesus told us to love each other like He has loved us. When friends love one
another, we’re showing people Jesus’ love, too!”
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an activity that increases the oxygen in their brain and
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FROM GOD

BIBLE STORY

3. FRIENDSHIP TAG
W H AT Y O U N E E D :

Holding Out for the Arrows
Love one another
John 13:34; 1 Samuel 20
(Supporting: 1 Samuel 18–19)

MEMORY VERSE
“A friend loves at all times.
They are there to help
when trouble comes.”
PROVERBS 17:17 NIRV

LIFE APP
Friendship—using your words
and actions to show others
you care.

BOTTOM LINE
Friends love one another.

BASIC TRUTH
I should treat others the way I
want to be treated.

Bibles

W H AT Y O U D O :

First, play a few rounds of “Friendship Tag.” Play outside if possible.
ú Kids run around like normal tag, but when IT has almost caught
them, they can kneel on the ground and yell out a pair of friends.
ú The friendship pair can be from real life; from your small group;
from their school, team, neighborhood, etc.; or from books, TV, or
movies.
ú If they kneel and call out the friends, IT can’t tag them and has go
to the other side of the playing area before reentering the game
and trying to tag other people.
ú If the player does not kneel/name the friends, and is tagged, they
become the new IT.
ú If you are limited with playing space, instruct kids to speed walk or
ask them to crawl on hands and knees, in order to slow them down
and limit the chaos.
• After a couple of rounds, circle up and look up Proverbs 17:17 together,
using the tips below. Say the verse together out loud a few times.
•

Finding verses with a multi-age group: Guide all kids to open their Bibles to
the front and find the table of contents. (Hold up a Bible opened to the table of
contents to show the kids what the page looks like.) When the kids find the table
of contents, ask a middle elementary kid (2nd -3rd grade) to find Proverbs in the
list under “Old Testament.” When the kid finds Proverbs, lead them to look at
the page number beside the word and say it aloud, explaining that the number
tells them on what page they can find Proverbs. Ask older elementary kids (4th5th grade) to help younger ones find the correct page in their own Bibles. When
they all find Proverbs, explain that the big numbers on the page are the chapter
numbers. Ask a kindergartner or 1st grader to find chapter 17, and give time for
all the kids to turn the pages to find it. Explain that the small numbers are verse
numbers, and ask a middle elementary kid to find verse 17 in chapter 17. Then,
read the verse aloud slowly, especially for your pre-readers; or ask older elementary kids to read it to the group.
•

Then resume the game, but with a twist.
ú The first player to kneel and avoid being tagged has to call out the
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ú
ú

first word of the verse in order to make IT go away.
The second player has to call out the second word of the verse, etc.
This can continue through multiple ITs so that the whole verse is said. Just make sure you’re keeping
track of which word comes next.

W H AT Y O U S AY:

“In this game, calling out friends’ names—and then our verse—helped you avoid getting tagged. In real life,
friends help each other when trouble comes. Have you ever had a friend help you out, or have you helped a
friend when they needed it? (Allow for answers.) Helping one another is a way that friends love one another.”
Optional Additional Discussion Questions for Older Kids
• Read 1 Samuel 20:14-17. Jonathan wanted to show his love and support to David, as well as his faith that
David would one day be king, so he asked David for a promise of friendship to Jonathan and his family.
ú How do you think David felt about making that promise?
ú Do you think he felt like it was a good way to show Jonathan his loyalty, even though he had nothing to
give him?
• Read 2 Samuel 9:1-7. How did David keep his promise?
• Can you ever repay friendship?
• Have you ever had a friendship that felt one-sided, like one person had more to give than the other? Maybe
your friend was always helping you in math but you didn’t have a skill you could share with her. Or you
treated your friend to ice cream at school, but they don’t have a lot of money and can’t afford to do the
same for you next week. How do those times feel? Do they make you more or less likely to stay friends?
• How can you have a friendship that goes both ways, even if you are better at something or they have more
resources than you do?
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CONNECT
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an activity that invites kids to share and build on their
understanding with others

TO GOD

BIBLE STORY

PRAY AND DISMISS
W H AT Y O U N E E D :

Holding Out for the Arrows
Love one another
John 13:34; 1 Samuel 20
(Supporting: 1 Samuel 18–19)

MEMORY VERSE

W H AT Y O U D O :

•
•
•

“A friend loves at all times.
They are there to help
when trouble comes.”
PROVERBS 17:17 NIRV

LIFE APP
Friendship—using your words
and actions to show others
you care.

•

•

BOTTOM LINE
Friends love one another.

BASIC TRUTH
I should treat others the way I
want to be treated.

“Go Together Cards” from the Social Activity

Make sure you have an even amount of cards and that each card has a
correct match in the stack.
Pass out the card and then give kids a few moments to find the
person who has their matching cards.
Take a few minutes and let the kids talk with their partner about what
they could to do together to show friendship at some point over this
month. Below are some examples.
ú They can hang out before or after church, or they could share a
snack together.
ú They could ask to be buddies during a game.
ú They could bring in some cool toy to share during a time when
they can play.
ú They could promise to pray for each other at home.
ú They could send an encouraging email or text during the week.
ú If your group hasn’t been together very long and the kids don’t
know each other well, this is a great opportunity to help them learn
more about each other and build a new friendship!
These pairs of kids can take turns praying for each other like this:
“Dear God, thank you for my friend _____. Please help us to show
friendship to each other this month by _____.”
After everyone has finished, close in prayer.

W H AT Y O U S AY:

“Dear God, thank You for our friends here and for our friends in all
the other places we live and work and play. Please help us to be good
friends this week and to show other people that friends love one
another by the words we say and the things we do. Thank You for loving
us and calling us Your friends. Amen.”
As adults arrive to pick up, introduce them to their kids’ “friendship
buddy” from prayer time. See if the adults want to swap contact
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TO GOD

information in order to get kids together outside of regular group time. If you have any of the drawings
from “Friendship Looks Like…” ask adults to guess what they depict. Since we’re learning about friendship,
encourage parents to tell their kids about their childhood best friends at some point this week—perhaps
during Drive Time or Bed Time.
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